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Richard Weston,  
Maari Ma CEO

Returning to Maari Ma as CEO after 
a considerable absence has been 
a rewarding experience. Much has 
developed not only in the town itself but 
also within the health service. The team’s 
ongoing dedication to providing top-
notch care is evident in their commitment 
to continuous training and staying 
updated with the latest information and 
certifi cations and the incredible efforts 
of the team to initiate recovery from the 

COVID-related disruptions of the previous 
years including increased administered 
booster shots to a signifi cant portion 
of the population though recent reports 
show a rise in cases across Australia 
since November so I urge everyone to 
stay vigilant over this festive season 
and continue to seek booster shots and 
regular health check-ups. It’s unfortunate 
we won’t be celebrating this Christmas at 
the new Wilcannia Health and Wellbeing 
Centre as we wait for the fi nal piece of 
the puzzle that’s delaying the building 
opening leaving us in anticipation: we 
hope to hear news of this early in the new 
year. Looking ahead, 2024 holds promise 
for more exciting advancements. I eagerly 
anticipate sharing updates through 
our newsletters, Facebook pages, and 
radio segments.

Once more, this holiday period promises 
soaring temperatures, prompting us to 
prioritise our community’s well-being. 
Let’s make sure our neighbours, friends, 
family, and even our pets are taking the 
necessary measures to keep cool and 
properly hydrated.

Wishing you all a healthy and joyful 
Christmas and New Year.
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In collaboration with WINGS, Strong Young 
Families and Playgroup, a community dinner 
was recently held with many families from 
the community taking the opportunity to 
enjoy a yarn over a good meal. 

WINGS said they’re looking forward to holding more 
community dinners in the near future.
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T R I C K  O R  T R E AT

The kids at Wilcannia had 
some fun at WINGS first 
Halloween. 

Kids and organisers enjoyed the 
opportunity to  dress up in costumes 
and head to a scary disco. There was 
great feedback from the families with 
all the children getting into the spirit 
of things  and enjoyed the disco and 
seeing what everyone was wearing. 
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More than just a 
showcase of style 
and elegance, the 
Fashion Parade event 
embodies a community 
of individuals spreading 
awareness around 
domestic violence 
against women. 

A big thank you to Safe House 
and WINGS teams and all the 
other helpers for providing a 
great night of awareness for our 
community.
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F A S H I O N  P A R A D EF A S H I O N  P A R A D E
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 We have hit a bit of a bump in the road 
with the move into the new Health and 
Wellbeing Centre. 

We had hoped to have been in there a week ago but 
a last minute issue. It’s a very minor issue but it is 
disappointing for all involved. We’re not too sure how 
long it will take so we’re in a bit of a holding pattern 
at the moment. I’d like to thank staff working at 
Wilcannia for your understanding and patience, and 
fi elding the questions you’re no doubt getting from the 
community. It will be all hands on deck once we get 
the green light and let’s hope that’s not too far away. In 
the meantime, Kendy Rogers has sent through some 
more photos of the Centre for those of us not based 
in Wilcannia—and it’s looking great. There’s still more 
landscaping to be done but we’ll have to wait until 
summer is over so the plants don’t perish in the heat. 

-CEO Richard Weston 
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Recently, Kiila 
Laana's Media 
Officer had a meeting 
with seven First 
Nation basketball 
players at the 
Basketball stadium. 

These basketball players are 
set to become ambassadors 
for Kiila Laana in the 
campaign against youth 
vaping, joining forces with the 
netball girls in the ongoing 
effort to educate and prevent 
youths from taking up vaping.

The day's agenda included 
an educational session and 
discussions on the issues 
surrounding vaping, strategies 
to support individuals looking 
to quit vaping, a photoshoot 
with the Tim Gimbert Images 
photography team, and 
concluding the day with 
voiceover recordings for 
radio and TV.
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The outcomes from this productive day will serve 
as content for upcoming TV and radio commercials, 
as well as poster and pamphlet campaigns.

Checkout the kiila laana Facebook 
page to see who won this 
amazing prize.
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Executi ve Manager 
Remote PHCSs
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