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The Maari Ma Board 
has resolved to 
support the Yes case 
in the Referendum 
for Constitutional 
change and staff 
have rallied 
to support the 
campaign. 

They see it as a unique 
moment in the nation’s 
history which will pave the 
way for a more inclusive, 
respectful and equitable 
future. Maari Ma CEO, 
Richard Weston said there’s 
no need to look further 
than Maari Ma to see what 
self – determination can 
do. “Twenty-eight years 
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ago, Maari Ma was established as a regional health service as a result of 
consultations with Aboriginal communities in Broken Hill, Central Darling, 
Wentworth and Balranald Shires, and the Unincorporated Far West Region. 

The communities wanted better access to health services and they wanted 
more local Aboriginal people working in the system. That is – they wanted input 
into a health service that was going to affect them and they had that input. 

Today Maari Ma delivers a range of services across the lifespan, and they are 
driven by two key strategies – our chronic disease strategy and our framework 
for improving Aboriginal child 
development and health 
outcomes. Two-thirds of our 
staff are Aboriginal working 
across the services and the 
programs we deliver. 

It was the self-determination 
of Aboriginal people that 
helped establish our 
organisation. And it has been 
that self-determination that 
has seen our organisation 
grow to what it is today,” Mr 
Weston said.
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There was a solid group 
of more than 50 people 
on September 16th 
for the Walk for Yes 
campaign in Broken Hill. 

The group met outside the courthouse 
and walked down Argent Street to 
the Town Square where a rally and 
information session was held. The 
Coordinator for Broken Hill for Yes is 
Dionne Devlin and the rally – which 
included guest speakers and Yes 
volunteers for community engagement, 
gave people a chance to get information 
so they can make an informed decision 
on October 14. 

With so much misinformation out there, 
going to the poll with an informed 
decision is really crucial. The Barrier 
Truth was there at the rally and Tim 
Gimbert took the above photo. Broken 
Hill for Yes will be holding other events 
including being present at the NAIDOC 
Family Fun Day at Sturt Park on Thursday 
October 5th. Broken Hill Walk for Yes 
volunteers have also been out and about 
doing letter box drops this month. Walk 
for Yes rallies were held across Australia 
on the same weekend as Broken Hill’s. 

REFERENDUM RALLY

Pictured at the Adelaide event are ABC broadcaster and Broken Heel Festival 
frequenter, Peter Goers with Maari Ma visiting specialist, Ros Powrie and our own 
Cathy Dyer. 

"The laws that govern the continent now 
known as Australia were developed without 
its First Peoples. It is a system designed by 
non-Indigenous people for non-Indigenous 

people. It is a Constitution that does not 
recognise the presence of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
before colonisation. This is a chasm in 
our shared history and an opportunity 
for reconciliation too long ignored.... A 

referendum on establishing an Indigenous 
voice to Parliament is a fork in the road. It 
is an opportunity to recognise Indigenous 
peoples in the history of this continent and 
a way to solidify an Indigenous voice on 
matters that impact us.... We support the 
Uluru Statement from the Heart. And we 

support an Indigenous Voice to Parliament." 
Aurora Education Foundation. 
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C O N S T R U C T I O N 
P R O G R E S S  W E L L

Wilcannia’s Health and Wellbeing Centre is coming along as scheduled which is great news. The panels going up, the painting 
and landscaping is also moving along nicely. Executive Manager Remote Primary Health Care Services, Kendy Rogers said even 
since these photos were taken there would be a lot more work done. We’re all looking forward to its completion and the day that we are 
operational from there but in the meantime it’s good to keep up with the progress and to see everything taking shape. 
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WINGS Drop-In Centre 
held a Bingo day as 
part of the school 
holiday program.

It was a great family fun day  with a 
number of Elders and children winning 
prizes. Everyone enjoyed a BBQ lunch 
prior to starting Bingo and everyone 
that attended  has a good day.



Early Years team 
member Tina O’Neil 
presenting Jade Cicak 
with a hand carved 
and painted art work 
by Clinton Kemp 
thanks to Amanya 
Mitha Aboriginal Art in  
Crystal Street.

In the lead up to Father’s Day the 
Kiila laana Facebook page held a 
competition where followers were 
asked to share their photos of their 
family male role models this included 
father’s, brothers, uncles and sons.
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Wilcannia 
playgroup had 
an opportunity 
recently to 
talk about 
smoking and 
vaping as the 
new posters 
for the Muuku 
free for baby 
me campaign 
begins to roll 
out across 
the region.  

It became evident 
that most of our 
communities are not 
aware of the dangers 
of vaping nor the new 
laws concerning illegal 
sale of nicotine vapes 
and the soon to be 
introduced illegal sale of 
disposable vapes. 
Vapes are not harmless 
and should be treated 
as dangerous like 
cigarettes, including 
avoiding vaping 
indoors, around children 
and in cars.
To help spread the 
message Kiila laana 
are in the process 
of developing small 
window stickers for 
community members 
to put in their homes 
stating the home is a 
smoke-free zone.
Below are the two 
stickers designs and 
kiila laana are asking for 
community input.

Wilcannia 
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Executi ve Manager 
Remote PHCSs

Executi ve Manager 
PHCS
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