
P L AY G R O U P  2 0 2 3

WILCANNIA COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER  1

MARCH 2023  | ISSUE 63

Playgroup 2023

Aboriginal voices being 
heard’ in the water 
management space 

Kiila Laana
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It’s been a 
good start to 
Playgroup in 
Wilcannia. 

The fi rst Playgroup of the 
year was held in early 
February along with 
school aged children 
commencing term 1. 
Eighteen adults and 
children attended in the 
new playgroup space for 
the fi rst time. Playgroup 
is now being held in the 
Land Council building 
which worked well and 
provided lots of room. 
There were a few dads 
that attended Playgroup 
also which is good to see. 

A big thanks to the 
Wilcannia Playgroup team 
– Early Years Coordinator, 
Valerie ‘Puddin’ Bugmy 
and Early Years Support 
Workers, Nicola Bates, 
Caroline Hunter and 
Shanisha Harris for their 
work engaging with 
families and their positive 

approach. HIPPY is also 
starting in Wilcannia 
this year and we already 
have 12 families enrolled 
in the two year program 
for children aged 3. In 
addition, we also have 16 
children enrolled in the 
Aboriginal Families as 
Teachers program. 

Playgroup is 
for pre-school 
aged children 
and provides 
opportunities 
for children 
to learn 
through play. 
Contact the 
Playgroup team 
or call Maari 
Ma to enroll 
your child.
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‘A B O R I G I N A L  V O I C E S  B E I N G  H E A R D ’  I N  T H E  W AT E R 
M A N A G E M E N T  S P A C E 

Why create an Aboriginal Water Committees?
The establishment of an Aboriginal Water Committee in our region is something that The Dept of Planning & Environment (DPE) 
believes will help us to ensure that any contact with Aboriginal communities is appropriate, ensuring there is a mechanism and process 
in place to meet the cultural aspirations and needs of Aboriginal people for the benefi ts of their communities regarding water. Priority 2 
of the NSW Water Strategy says,  ‘Recognise First Nations/Aboriginal People’s rights and values and increase access 
to and ownership of water for cultural and economic purposes’ and this is one step toward achieving that. A proposed role 
of the committees would be to provide a key point of contact for communication and consultation between DPE Water and Aboriginal 
communities for discussions on water management. By creating ‘go to’ groups, DPE hope to solve the confusion  and lack of coordination 
caused by multiple teams from our department wanting to talk to Aboriginal communities. 

Interested in being on the committee?

Contact Dunghutti/Kamilaroi man Brad Delaney by 21st of March 2023 on M: 0414 844 820 | E: bradley.delaney@dpie.nsw.gov.au
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